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14 YIN CHIH WEN.

hope that the day will come when the mutual distrust
will disappear, and when both in reciprocal apprecia-
tion of their natural good qualities, will be anxious to
treat each other with fairness and brotherly kindness.

P, C.
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Buy captive animals and give them free-
dom.s €1

How commendable is abstinence'* that dis-
penses with the butcher!

While walking be mindful of worms and
ants.

Be cautious with fire and do not set moun-
tain woods or forests ablaze.

Do not go into the mountain to catch birds
in nets,’® nor to the water to poison fishes and
minnows.

Do not butcher the ox that plows thy field.

Do not throw away paper that is written
on.”

Do not scheme for others’ property.

Do not envy others’ accomplishments.

Do not approach thy neighbor’s wife or
maids.

Do not stir thy neighbors to litigation.

Do not injure thy neighbor’s reputation or
interest.

Do not meddle with thy neighbor’s conjugal
affairs.

Set not, for personal malice, brothers at var-
iance with one another.

Set not father and son at variance for tri-
fles. ‘

Never take advantage of your power, nor
disgrace the good and law-abiding.
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Presume not, ye that are rich; nor deceive
the needy and suffering.

While attending to your duty,” be humble
and modest.

Live in concord with your relatives and
clansmen.

Let go hatred™ and forgive malice.

Those that are good, seek ye for friends;
that will help you to practise virtue with body
and soul. Those that are wicked, keep at a
distance; it will prevent evil from approaching
you.

Pass in silence over things wicked, but pro-
mulgate all that is good.

Do not assert with your mouth what your
heart denies.*

Always have in mind helpful sayings.

Do not use improper language.

Cut the brambles and thorns that obstruct
the highway. Remove bricks and stones that
lie in the path.

Repair the defiles though for many hundred
years they have remained unimproved.

Build bridges to be traversed by thousands
and ten thousands of people.

* This recalls the fact that in Babylon “to say ‘yea’ with
the mouth, and ‘nay’ with the heart...was repeatedly branded
as a sin.”” See Delitzsch, Babel and Bible: Two Lectures,

p. 47, and “Third and Last Lecture” in The Open Court, XX,
p. 151. Cf. also the Biblical expression in Ezek. xxxiii. 3I.
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Expound moral maxims to correct the peo-

le’s faults.

Supply the means to give instruction to peo-
ple of talent.

Let your work conform to Heaven’s rea-
son,* and let your speech express humane-
ness.

Keep the ancient sages before your eyes even
when at supper or while looking over the
fence.”

Be mindful when you are alone®* in the
shadow of your coverlet.

Anything evil refrain ye from doing;c™
all good deeds do!* So will you be released
forever from the influence of evil stars, and
always be encompassed by good guardian an-
- gels.”

Rewards may be immediate, and you will
receive them in person, or rewards may be
remote, and will devolve upon your posterity.

Blessings come a hundredfold in loads as if
drawn by horses; good fortune is piled up a
thousandfold like a mass of clouds.

Do not all these things accrue to the heart
of the quiet way?



NOTES OF THE CHINESE COMMEN-
TATOR






NOTES OF THE CHINESE COMMEN-
TATOR.

1. MAN’S INDEBTEDNESS TO THE LORD.

The Lord Superior takes compassion on the ig-
norance of all sentient beings, who are unable to lib-
erate themselves from the curse of their karma. So
he proclaims these moral instructions, thereby to lead
to enlightenment the generations to come.

His love is greater than that of a father who in-
structs his children ; his discipline is greater than that
of a master who trains his disciples. How sincere,
earnest, and kindhearted are his words! They are
surely the road that leads to sainthood and enlighten-
ment, the best method that avoids misfortune and res-
cues us from evil.

May people who receive these instructions exert
all their mental energy to put them in practice and be
attuned to the Great Lord’s boundless love to save
the world.

2. HEAVEN AND EARTH.*

Chou-tze says: “Heaven and Earth are constantly
at work to regenerate the ten thousand things. That
* The term “heaven and earth” stands for the two divine

principles, also called yang and yin, which shape all conditions
in the world including the destinies of human affairs.
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“  Yii-Chiin was a well-to-do man and could afford
to do many benevolent things. One of his servants
stole a considerable sum of money from his chest.
When the fact was exposed, the guilty one fled leaving
his daughter thirteen years old, to whom a note was
attached which read: “Offer this girl and my house
for sale. With the money thus realized I wish to pay
my debt.” g

Yii-Chiin burned the note, took the girl to his
own house, and had her reared by his wife. When
she reached maturity he gave her a large dowry and
chose for her a good husband. When her father heard
of it he was greatly affected and returned home full
of repentance. His old master forgave him and did
not say anything about his former crime.

Yii-Chiin did many other good things. The poor
who could not afford funeral services for their dead,
were liberally assisted by him, and those who could
not, on account of a lack of dowry, give their daugh-
ters in marriage, were handsomely supplied with gold.
Poor children were educated and the helpless taken
care of, while he himself lived most frugally, He
also built a large library and gave employment to
many learned men.

In the meantime he saw again his grandfather in
a dream, who said: “You were originally destined
not to have any offspring and to live only a few more
years. But on account of your humane deeds, your
merits have been recorded by the Heavenly Lord.
Your life will be prolonged and you will have five
children who will be very prosperous.”

“The way of Yin and Yang,” the spirit added,
“ig like the law of Karma. The reward may become
manifest either in this life or in succeeding lives. The
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the younger Sung was found to be the first and the
elder Sung the second. But the Empress Chang Hsien
decreed that the younger brother should not precede
the elder, and Sung Chiao was put at the head of the
list.

6. THE DOUBLE-HEADED SNAKE.*

He who buried [out of sight] the snake [of
bad omen] was deemed worthy of the honor

of premiership.

Shun Shu-Ao, of Chu state, when a boy, used to
go out very frequently. One day he saw a double-
headed snake which he killed and, to put it out of
sight, buried it in the ground. He came home in
gloom and showed no appetite at the table. An anx-
ious inquiry of his mother brought him to tears, and
he said mournfully: “People say, those who have seen
a double-headed snake are doomed to die soon. I saw
one to-day and fear that before long I shall die, mother,
and will have to leave you alone.” The mother then
asked him, “Where is the snake now?” ‘“Fearing
that others might see it too, I killed and buried it.”
“Never mind then,” replied the mother, “you will
not die. I understand that secret virtue (yin teh)
brings rewards that are open. Where there is virtue,
thither will be gathered a thousand blessings. Where
there is benevolence, a hundred evils are distanced.
Heaven above attends to affairs below. You are sure
to become eminent in this state.”

When Shun was a man, he was made a minister
of state.

* See footnote on page 26, and note 3, page 39.






32 " YIN' CHIH WEN.

8. SEEK TRUTH FOR THE SAKE OF SALVATION.

Ch‘ang-tze says: “If a respectable gentleman is
at all disposed towards lovingkindness, he cannot
help doing things beneficial to others.” Supplementing
this, Ch’en An-Shan says: “If a villain is ever bent
on selfishness, he will surely do things harmful to
others.” Both of these sayings are indisputably true.

Those who are able to think of others are called
- superior men, and those who think of themselves are
called small men. The difference is in one’s- own
fundamental thought, whether it is of the ego or not.
Some incessantly accumulate evils, others good deeds;
and when we see the result, it is thé difference be-
tween Heaven and Earth.

Li Kwang-Yiilen, an eminent seeker of truth, was
once warned by a strange saintly personage, thus: “I
see thou art seeking truth. But wouldst thou have it
for thy private self, saints and gods will have no re-
gard for thee.” Are not gods and saints* as well as
sages and holy men® bent on saving the world? Some
seek saintliness in their pursuit of life everlasting and
immortality ; but if their hearts are tainted with a
single thought of egotism, they are grievously at fault,
though it be hidden and they know it not; and there
is no thought of their ever attaining to saintship.

9. THE DISEASE OF EGOTISM.

Mother Cheng used to instruct her children to this
effect: “When others do good, fall in line as if it were
your work and be sure to bring it to completion. Treat

¢ The ideals of Taoism.

® The ideals of the Confucians.
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Yao-Jao Hou says: “The four essential elements
of filial piety are: (1) To be established in virtue;
(2) To keep up the family; (3) To keep the body
unimpaired ; (4) To cultivate the character.”

Pious children will not let their parents’ hearts
be roused to thoughts of cold indifference. They will
not let their parents’ hearts be annoyed or harassed.
They will not let their parents’ hearts be alarmed or
filled with fear. They will not let their parents’ hearts
be grieved or embarrassed. They will not let their
parents’ hearts be perplexed. They will not let their
parents’ hearts feel ashamed or indignant.

11. SEVERAL WAYS.

In his anxiety lest all people might not be induced
to goodness, the Lord Superior invites them to come
to him in any way they may be pleased to follow. They
may pay homage at the Taoist sanctuary; they may
worship the Northern Constellation; they may bow
before the Buddha and recite his Sutras: if they only
do so with singleness and sincerity of heart, these
roads will lead to goodness; but there should be no
thought of attainine blessings or acquiring rewards.

12z BUDDHISM AND CONFUCIANISM.
P‘an Ch‘ung-Mou says:

“What is to be avoided most in our life is vacil-
lation and frivolity (wang mien); and what is most
excellent is a reverential heart. Therefore, we Con-
fucians endeavor to preserve sincerity of heart and
consider reverence as most essential. It is needless
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14 THE VOICE WITHIN.®

“Heaven’s Reason consists of two words; but they
are in your own heart. If when you do a thing, there
remains in your heart some misgiving, then your deed
is against Heaven and contrary to Reason. A virtuous
man punctiliously guards himself when alone, solely
to retain Heaven’s Reason® and to calm human desires.
Therefore says Tung Ch‘ung-Shu [a famous Confu-
cian] : “Attend to your duty and scheme not for gain.
Look after what you ought to do and measure not
your merit.”

x  x  x

The source of good and evil is in the heart, and
the best method of controlling it is a reverential atti-
tude of the heart.

Ever turbulent is the heart of him who does evil;
ever wakeful is the heart of him who does good.

The teachings of holy men are written in the six
canonical books. There are thousand gates and ten
thousand doors; through which shall we enter? The
main thing is to guard oneself when alone, lest one go
astray ; then you will see how one’s strength grows.

*  x x

Proceed in goodness for a thousand days and there
will be not enough; proceed in evil for half a minute
and you will have too much.

* These three passages dealing with the same subject are
three consecutive comments as indicated by the references.

®Heaven’s Reason is here not T‘iem Tao, but Tien Li,
which means “reason” or “rationality” in the commonly ac-
cepted sense.
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of the Buddhist term updys and means “method” or “success-
ful way of attaining an end.” It is especially applied in the
literature of the Mahayana, in ‘the sense which the English
word “method” has acquired among Wesleyan Methodists.
Prajné, “wisdom,” is in itself insufficient because it is en-
lightenment in the abstract. In order to become efficient for
salvation it must be applied, and the method of applying
prajnd is updya, commonly. designated kausals, i. e., “good or
excellent.” The method of salvation according to Buddhist
teachers is by “deeds of benevolence” as indicated by its
Chinese translation.

The commentator interprets the term fang pien in a popu-
lar sense and takes it for “any deed that is beneficial to oth-
ers.” In Buddhism this word plays a very important part, and
its adoption here shows how strongly the author of this short
treatise was influenced by Indian thought.

¢ “Creatures” should be understood in the broadest sense,
ror it refers to all objects about us.

* “Impartiality of heart” again belongs to Buddhist phra-
seology. The Sanskrit original is .samatdcitta or samatdhri-
daya. The commentator, however, understands it in the sense
of the Confucian Golden Rule, that whatever you do not de-
sire to have done to you, you should not do to others (the
Lun Y4, XII,21), and also in the Buddhist sense that a Bodhi-
sattva (intelligent being) should be free from the thought of
an ego (atmasamjnd). (The Diamond-Cutter Sutra.)

* According to a Chinese Buddhist sutra, the first obliga-
tion is to the parents, the second to all sentient beings, the
third to the ruler of the country, and the fourth to the Triple
Treasure (¢riratna) of Buddhism. Though the author must
have borrowed the idea from Buddhism, the commentator’s
enumeration does not agree with the latter. He puts teachers
and elders in place of the Triple Treasure, and Heaven and
Earth, for all sentient beings.

*The three doctrines are Confucianism, Buddhism and
Taoism. The commentator evidently thinks humaneness (jén)
to be the essence of Confucianism, compassion (karundé) that









TRANSLATOR’S NOTES. 43

say this, but even a gray-hdired man finds it difficult to prac-
tise.” Cf. also Psalm xxxiv, 14 and xxxvii, 27.

®The Chinese word shen means god or any spiritual be-
ing, and according to the context would here best be trans-
lated by “angel.”
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